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FEELGOOD FACTOR

THE holiday at Aberdaron may be over, but not the feeling of good fortune at the superb weather we 
enjoyed.

In fact, if anything, the inclemency that has poured down on us since has served only to underline 
just how lucky we were with our choice of week.

And thanks to leaders Huw and Janet who gave up their time (and a little money) to organise the 
walks and even arranged to have porpoises (or were they dolphins, Maggie) in the bay on one walk, 
just in time for our lunch stop. Absolute magic.

I would also like to thank Barbara P-J, who although not able to go on the holiday herself, 
nevertheless co-ordinated proceedings to ensure that we had everything in place for a great time.

+   +   +

MAGAZINE BOOST

FOLLOWING the inclusion of the Oswestry and Border area in Walk 
Magazine, we must now prepare ourselves for a flood of visitors.

To this end (or maybe just coincidence) the Oswestry group has 
commissioned a re-print of its exceedingly popular guide to Oswald’s Trail.

Look out for it in the usual outlets soon – they tell me some people cannot 
believe it is completely free.

The new version, distinguished from the old by a flash on the front cover, 
has the option of avoiding some of the less interesting eastern section 
in favour of a diversion alongside the railway lines, so a reduction from 
around 13 miles to 11.

Otherwise little has changed from the 40th anniversary edition apart from some stiles have been 
replaced by gates by our active but under-strength P3 group with the help of Shropshire Council.

+   +   +

MORE OF THE SAME

On the same subject the P3 group has recently completed a fully-gated path from Mount Road to The 
Racecourse Road near Oerley Cottage. A few more permissions and they 
could soon have a fully gated route to The Racecourse itself. Now that is 
something worth having.

Group members have recently been busy clearing an overgrown footpath 
alongside Maesbury Road treatment works of its head-high nettles and 
brambles. The new junction at Maesbury Road, now makes it easier for 
pedestrians to cross, so that makes a walk from Oswestry to Maesbury 
and on to Queens Head a more attractive proposition.

One piece of work that has already been done is the canal path at 
Crickheath which has now re-opened after engineering work lasting 
several months.

 The diversion which directed pedestrians away from the route has now 
been lifted.

+   +   +

Work on footpath near 
treatment works  
Maesbury



LITTER PICK SUPPORTED

As part of Volunteer Week (1-7 June 2019) The Campaign for Rural England (CPRE) organised a litter 
picking event on The Wrekin.

The litter picking took place on 1 June and was supported by groups of volunteers from various  
backgrounds which included Ramblers from the Shropshire area.

Three members of Oswestry Ramblers rose to the challenge. Arriving at the foot of the Wrekin at 
10.30 they were equipped with the relevant tools to set about their task and spent 3 hours collecting 
various pieces of rubbish, discarded on the marked footpaths and in the surrounding undergrowth. 
The weather was kind and after filling several large bags they retired to The Buckatree Hotel to avail 
themselves of a very fine afternoon tea.

+   +   +

I am grateful to Diane for this poetic explanation for me finding myself in Oswestry’s Central Car Park 
at some unearthly hour of the morning.

EARLY START

I awake to a grey sky, stumbled from a warm bed, reluctantly it has to be said.
Two hours later with my fellow walkers I am crossing moorland on a rough narrow path.
The sun has broken through, fingers of sunbeams sweep across the landscape lighting up the     
purple heather.
A rabbit bolts from beneath my feet; we stop and watch a Red Kite ride the thermals high  
above our heads.
The hauntingly beautiful cry of the curlew floats on a soft breeze that ruffles our hair.
Eating our lunch we sit with our backs to the dry stone wall and admire the view.
We fall silent in awe of the landscape and nature that surrounds us.  
All too soon our walk is over but not the pleasure achieved through an EARLY START.
Diane.

Volunteers (look for the Oswestry members) on a litter-picking day at The Wrekin



LOOKING FOR NEW WALKS? TRY A WALKING FESTIVAL 

There are several walking festivals in our area over the next few months. There are a wide range of 
walks that you might like to join. For example Much Wenlock (30 August–1 September), Corwen   
(31 August–2 September), Wellington (9–15 September), Barmouth (14–23 September), Montgomery 
(4–6 October). There are links to the programmes (some are not available yet) on our website www.
ramblers.org.uk/oswestry on the events and news page.

RAMBLERS APP

The Ramblers have now produced an App, available only to members. It has info on all group walks, 
articles on walking and offers. You can download it from the App store or Google Play (search 
for “Ramblers”). You will need the email address that you supplied to the Ramblers and your 
membership number. For more info see https://www.ramblers.org.uk/volunteer-zone/data-and-
digital-transformation/ramblers-app.aspx

RAMBLERS ROADSHOW

Ramblers are running a roadshow for volunteers in Birmingham on 27 July. Do you lead walks for 
us, walk with us or volunteer in other ways? If so you might like to attend. It is completely free and 
there are workshops on leading walks, navigation, first aid and rights of way. Some of the Oswestry 
Group will be going, so if you are interested please contact Maggie by replying to this email. Please 
sign up to attend on eventbrite https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ramblers-roadshow-birmingham-
tickets-60877939556

FIRST AID COURSE 

Ramblers, through St John’s Ambulance, are providing free first aid training in Shrewsbury on Tues-
day 6 August. We are really keen on this and hope that many of our members can attend. There 
are morning or afternoon sessions 9am and 2pm at St Johns Ambulance, Priory Road, Shrewsbury. 
The course will focus on the basics and situations you are most likely to face on group walks. It aims 
to give you the skills and confidence to react and deal with these situations until help arrives. Any 
member can attend, and we would particularly encourage walk leaders to do so. No prior knowledge 
or experience is needed. Please sign up to attend on eventbrite https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/ram-
blers-3448430213 (scroll down to 6 August event). 

AND FINALLY
Don’t forget Oswestry Ramblers facebook group https://www.facebook.com/
groups/544126146107553/ and click on to join


